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Community Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
March 22, 2022

	Members Present: 

	Lynette Johnson, Member
Maeline Barnstable, Member
Cristina Gomez, Member
Faith Vidrine, Member
Benny Mudliar, Member
Lindsay Westmiller, Member
 and DHS Liaison
	Staff:
	Georgia Edson, CPO
Amy Becerra, Mill Levy Director
Alicia Caldwell, Communications Director
Dana Johnson, Executive Assistant
Aaron Allen, Program Specialist
Abby Grinstead, Mill Levy Development Specialist
Lindsay Krings, Mill Levy Program Manager

	Members Absent:
	Pam Bisceglia, Chair
Rachel Schiff, Member
	Guests:
	Michael Kilgore, FHI
Tom Gamache, DHS
Kayla Gatling, DHS
Crystal Porter, DHS
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Amy Becerra, Mill Levy Director called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm via Microsoft Teams.

Introductions
Amy Becerra gave a brief welcome and read the mission and goals of the CAC to members, staff, and guests. 


Review and Approval of minutes
The Council reviewed the minutes from February 15, 2022 meeting.


Motion:        Maeline Barnstable made a motion to approve and the February 15, 2022 minutes. Lynette Johnson seconded the motion. The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.


RMHS Updates
Amy Becerra reported that RMHS is on a good path moving community initiatives forward and community partners are currently meeting with the mill levy team. Changes this year include developing meaning metrics to help measure success year over year. Update regarding RMHS include our continuation to be remote, with the office being open for staff for in person meetings. Mill levy leaders are currently examining how we want to shape these meetings going forward, whether that be in person and holding remote as an option, we will want the whole council to discuss at a future meeting,

Interviews for the mill levy program manager position have been concluded and an offer will be made soon. Other initiatives include looking at efficiencies for client and family funds and databases due to increased individual requests and mill levy support plans. The mill levy annual report is almost complete, with a positive correlation of individual requests/new asks and increase in support plans.

DHS Updates
DHS advisory council will meet next month to review current areas of priority.

RMHS Initiatives Highlight
Paige Martin, Program Manager of Family Services and Support Program (FSSP) reported to the council the RMHS department that is partially paid for by mill levy dollars. The program is a state regulated program, with 1120 clients between the ages of 3-17. Eligible children live in a family home in Denver County and have a documented developmental delay, wherein after 5 years old they must have documented I/DD. The program helps fund families in need of respite, medical services, counseling, assistive technology, or anything that is not covered after insurance. The program has 11 service coordinators when fully staffed, including 4 bilingual staff. RMHS is required to meet with the families once a year, however, service coordinators reach out to them monthly and are explicitly aware as to how to reach us. The committee discussed options for services past 17 years of age, options for clients who want access to mill levy dollars but don’t want an ongoing case manager and the menu of support plans that RMHS offers to help individual family requests, 


CAC Updates
Amy Becerra reviewed the Community Advisory Council’s mission and vision and emphasized the need for the council to advise, develop recommendations and review. The committee reviewed the recently requested priority funding areas and the feedback to prioritize funding for community initiatives like enhancing a program like RMHS’ FSSP. Additionally, the newly acquired START program funded by DHS IDDEAS is the next spotlight requested to be highlighted. Other focuses include a spotlight on camps, including a workshop on opportunities for children and adult camps. There is a list of camps available on the RMHS website that the council would like more focus on. 

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:55 pm.

Next Meeting
The next Community Advisory Council meeting will be held April 19, 2022 via Microsoft Teams.
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